
RE CRE ATIO N FAC ILITI ES 

Recreation facilitie s are needed in al l cities a s man of 

today i s spend ing mo re of his time at l e i sure act i vity than h i s 

counterpart of yesterda y . 

Recreation facilities are gene rall y classified i nto t wo 

categories -- active and passive. Ac tive facilities include 

neighborhood playgrounds and city-wide f acilities such as sw im -

ming pools and gol f courses. Passive facilities accompan y the 

active facilities and include areas for walking and just s itting. 

Active recreation facilities provide opportunit y for exerc i se 

and exposure to the sun which is especially necessar y for chil-

dren. Pass ive facilities help to relieve the pent-up nervous 

strain of urban living and offer " breathing areas " in densel y 

urbanized a reas of the city. 

The responsibility of provi ding and operating recreation 

facilities in Thomasville rests wi th the Recreation Commi ssion 

and the Recreation Department. Seven parks are currently main

ta ined b y the Department. They are Memor i al, Carver, Pa y ne, 

Wallcliff, Kings, Doak and Am azon. There is also a Civic Center 

Build ing which is an al l -purpose structu re for in do or recreation. 

Table 5 i s a li st of the parks with res pect ive acreages and 

ava il able facilities. No tice t ha t they are li sted according to 

the area the y ser ve . The locations of these par k s are sho wn on 

Map 6. From this informati on it might be thought that Thomasville 

i s served with a good number o f parks, well-located. Thi s i s not 

necessaril y true. On close i ns pection of Map 6 i t can be seen 

that t he s outh east quadrant does not have a neighbor hoo d recrea

tion area and is not close to ex i sting c i t y -w i de parks. This 

superf i cial analys i s poin ts out the need for added recreat i on 

facilities in this area. The practice of the past h as been to 

devel op a few large out lying parks and ignore t h e needs of t h ose 

who live f ar fro m these par k s and can use the m onl y inf requentl y . 
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